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February Reflection  

March was certainly cut short by the school closure. I appreciate the tremendous 

effort of both staff and students on the Friday before March Break as we quickly tried 

to organize ourselves for what lay ahead. Before the Break we were able to build 

some momentum with our Lenten Journey together, examining how we PRAY, 

FAST and GIVE.  

 

Looking Ahead To… April 

We are currently closed for the Month of April with a tentative return to school date 

of May 4
th
. Distance Learning has started this week. Teachers have been working 

diligently in collaboration with School Board Staff to develop a plan for providing our 

students with learning opportunities while at home. For the week of April 6
th
, the goal 

is to have teachers, students and parents work through the logistics of connecting with 

each other for the purpose of learning. It is going to take some time for us to figure 

out what will work best for each class. I believe if we support one another and remain 

focused on our #1 goal during this crisis, which is the health and safety of all 

members of our community, I am confident we can continue to engage our learners 

in a meaningful way. Please continue to check our school and board website for 

updates from Public Health and the School Board. If you are looking for extension 

activities for your children I would encourage you to visit https://wcdsblearnathome.wcdsb.ca/ 

Church Updates  

Daily Mass uploaded to Parish website every day at 8:00 AM.  

All Sacraments have been cancelled until further notice. This includes both First 

Communion and Confirmation. 

Easter Mass from the Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King will be televised by Cable 

14 at 11 a.m. Sunday morning, and by CHCH TV at 1 p.m. on Sunday 

afternoon.  Our thanks to the television stations for making time available for the 

celebration of Mass! 

 

 

 

 

https://wcdsblearnathome.wcdsb.ca/
http://www.stclementsparish.ca/


Staff Updates 

Victoria Macedo- Kindergarten Teacher. Victoria will be filling in for Mrs. Misheal 

until May. We wish Mrs. Misheal all the best as she recovers from surgery and hope 

to have you back soon! 

 

School Council  

On behalf of the School Council, we hope and pray everyone is healthy and safe. Please stay 

home and practice social distancing so we can flatten the curve of COVID-19!!  

Thank you, 

Tara and Jillian 

School Council Co-Chairs 

 

Upcoming Events 

Apr 9-13   Easter 

May 4
th

    Tentative Return to School 

May 4-8   Catholic Education Week 

May 29    PD DAY 

June 9    Year End Mass 

June 23   Term 2 Reports Go Home 

June 23   Graduation 

June 26   Last Day of School  

 

Parking Lot Reminders 

There is no parking in our lot for student drop off or pick up (9:00-9:20 & 3:30-4:50). 

Parking is available for parents at all other times or if you have a scheduled 

appointment at the school. 

Speed must be reduced when pulling into and out of our lot. 

There is no parking in our designated handicapped spots as per city bylaw unless you 

have a pass posted in your vehicle. 

Please adhere to all parking regulations as posted on any street near the school. 

  

 

 

 



School Access 

The school is open until 4:15 PM. Access to the building after hours is not permitted 

unless you are picking up students from the Extended Day Program. Please do not 

knock on the door, window or call into the Extended Day Program after hours to 

gain access to the building.  

 

Communication Policy 

 Parents, students and staff all have a right to receive affirmation for what they are 

doing and the right to know when concerns arise.  Communication must recognize 

the dignity of all those involved. At our school, all people deserve respect, dignity, fair 

treatment and inclusion.   

As part of respecting the dignity of the individual, the individual has a right to know 

firsthand of a concern from the individual who has the concern, not second-hand 

from someone else who has not been involved in the issue.  The W.C.D.S.B. has put 

the following procedures in place: 

 

STEP 1: 

· Speak to the individual (classroom teacher first) 

· Issue resolved (if unresolved go to step 2)  

STEP 2: 

· Speak to the Principal (If you have not spoken to the classroom teacher, the 

Principal will ask you to do so) 

· The Principal will involve the individual in the discussions 

· The Principal may request, at any time in the process, that you put your concerns in 

writing 

· The Principal may involve, at any time in the process, others who may be helpful in 

resolving the concern; support staff from the school board, employee group 

representatives, the local parish, community agencies 

STEP 3: 

· You may contact the school board at any time.  The school board will direct you to 

follow the process outlined above  



At our school we teach our children that “Manners Matter” and we solve problems 

with words, and we use kind words. The same applies to the Adults in our school 

community. 

We also ask that when you need to talk with school staff you call or e-mail to set up 

an appointment in advance. Our days are busy with supporting kids and other pre-

booked meetings. It may not be possible to meet with school staff if you show up 

without an appointment.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to follow us on Twitter @stjoesjaguars 

Twitter is free…. and our way to celebrate all the awesome things happening in our 

school. It’s a window into our school for you to see the learning, fun and great kids 

we have doing awesome things every day. 

Create a Twitter account and follow us today 

It uploads right to our web page 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

How to Receive the School Newsletter, Notices, 

and School Information Electronically!!! 

 
 
NewsWire is our main communication tool to share with you what is happening in our 

school. We can reduce the amount of paper we use and get school information out to 

you quickly. Sign up today for our “NewsWire” Service and receive all school 

newsletters and notices automatically in your e-mail inbox. 

Registering for our St. Joseph “NewsWire” is quick and simple. All you need to do is 

follow these easy steps to register: 

1. Log on to the WCDSB main web page (http://www.wcdsb.ca/) 

2. At the top of the page, use the drop down menu to find our school and open our 

school web page 

3. You will see the “Click here to subscribe” registration link in the bottom left 

corner of our school web page 

4. Enter your email address 

5. Click the register button 

6. You will receive a confirmation e-mail with a link to click on that confirms your 

registration 

 

You will now receive school information we send out automatically in your e-mail 

inbox!! 

 

You can un-register or add new e-mail addresses at any time. 

 

http://www.wcdsb.ca/
http://www.wcdsb.ca/


 

 

SchoolCashOnline 

Hello Families, 

To access information and make payment for many school events and activities, you 

will need to access our SchoolCashOnline program. All the details are below. Set up 

your account today so you are ready to go…... 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Notes from the Main Office 

It’s very important to let the office know of any changes to your address, home phone 

or work phone.  We need these updates for mailing and emergency contact 

purposes.  Email, phone calls or written notes are fine.    

Attendance and Safe Arrival: 

Students are expected to attend school regularly and be punctual.  Parents are 

required to phone the school in the event a student will be absent or late.  Messages 

may be left on the school answering machine between 4:00 p.m. and 9:15 a.m. daily.  

When the school has not been notified regarding a student absence, an effort will be 

made to check on the safe whereabouts of the student.  

  

If your child is going to be absent, please: 

· Send a note to your child’s teacher in advance if possible; 

· Contact the school and speak with the secretary; 

· Phone the school and leave a message on the answering machine which operates at 

any time during the day or night; 

· Leave your child’s name, the teacher’s name, and the reason for the absence.  

Unless you notify us otherwise, we will assume your child will be back the 

following day.  At no time is the student to report themselves absent for the 

school day or is the student to have someone less than 18 years of age report 

them absent. 

  

When a child returns to school, he/she must find out what work was missed and 

complete it within a reasonable amount of time, as decided by the teacher.  Extended 

periods of absence for reasons other than health; requires the permission of the 

Principal. 

  

Student Illness at School: 

We do not have the facilities to accommodate children who are ill.  Whenever a 

child is ill, we will request that someone come to pick the child up.  We require an 

emergency contact number for every student. 



 

Late For School: 

School begins at 9:10 a.m. and 12:55 p.m.  Please make every effort to instill in your 

children the life skill of punctuality.  A child is late when the bell has rung and they 

are not entering the school with their class.  When your child arrives late, he/she is to 

report to the office so that we are made aware of the child’s safe arrival. 

  

Leaving Early in the Day: 

If you wish to withdraw your child during the course of a day, please come to the 

office to make your request or send a note to the classroom teacher.  Before your 

child can leave, you are asked to come to the main office and sign the “Parent Sign 

out Book”.  Your son/daughter will then be called from class to meet you at the 

office.   

  

 

Operational Notes  

  

The weather is unpredictable, so we like to take a moment to remind you of our 

inclement weather procedures. Please give us a call if you have any questions at all. 

  

SCHOOL BUS CANCELLATIONS AND SCHOOL CLOSURES 

There are days when school buses will not be able to operate because of fog, freezing 

rain or other adverse road conditions. This may be confined to certain areas or could 

necessitate a complete system shut-down for that day. If conditions are severe enough, 

school may also be closed.  

  

Bus operators will consult with their drivers and other monitors to determine road 

conditions. If conditions appear unsafe, they will contact the Transportation Official 

for approval to cancel buses. If there is a decision to cancel, the Transportation 

Official will contact the radio stations. Bus cancellation and school closure notices 

affecting our schools will be given out between 6:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. to:  

 

 

  



 

CHYM FM (FM 96.7) KOOL FM (FM 105.3) 

570 News (AM 570) KIX (FM 106.7) 

C JOY (AM 1460) DAVE FM (FM 107.5) 

MAGIC FM (FM 106.1) KOOL FM (FM 105.3) 

OLDIES 1090 (AM 1090) CTVSOUTHWESTERN 

ONTARIO – (Channel 12) 

FAITH FM (FM 94.3) THERECORD 

(www.therecord.com) 

 

  

Cancellation information is also posted on the Board’s website at www.wcdsb.ca.  

  

When morning bus routes have been cancelled, buses are cancelled for the day. If 

buses are cancelled and parents bring their children and/or other children to school, 

it is the parents’ responsibility to pick them up at the end of the school day.  

  

Unless a system closure has been announced, all schools will be open during regular 

hours.  

When there are DELAYS on the roads in the morning/afternoon, the best way to 

stay informed and up to date is to register online to receive bus route 

delay/cancellation information as it becomes available 

https://bpweb.stswr.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx 
  

 

Student Safety  

This is a friendly reminder that only students and staff members are permitted to be 

on the school yard (field and blacktop) from 9:00 – 9:10 a.m.  If you walk or drive 

your child to school, we ask that you bring your child(ren) to the school yard 

boundary and then allow them to proceed to our supervised yard on their own.  The 

exception is our Kindergarten students. Once you have walked them to their door – 

“kiss n go”. You are reminded however, that there is no parking in our lot for drop 

off or pick up. We ask for your support and understanding for the following reasons: 

· The front of the school, bus area, blacktop, and yard are supervised by staff every 

school day 

· By only allowing staff members and students on the yard, our staff supervisors can 

https://bpweb.stswr.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx


ensure only authorized adults are on the yard for safety and monitoring 

· We can ensure that student behaviour is managed by our qualified staff members in 

a manner that is consistent with our school policy 

At the end of the school day parents and guardians are permitted to wait on the yard 

to pick their children up but again, there is no parking available in our lot at this time. 

We thank you in advance for your support. Should you have any questions or 

concerns, please feel free to contact us at the school. 

  

 

We are a Peanut Free School……. 

There are many new products on the market including “WOW BUTTER”. 

According to this specific product’s promotional materials, the product “looks, smells, 

and tastes just like peanut butter”.  While the good intentions behind the development 

of such products certainly cannot be argued, allowing students to bring the product into 

a school where we have students with known allergies to peanuts and peanut butter is 

problematic and could have potentially devastating consequences.  

  

Right now, all staff know immediately what to do if a student arrives at school with a 

peanut butter sandwich. Precautions to protect our allergic students are immediately 

taken. Our policy on anaphylaxis is clear. However, should a food product that looks, 

smells and tastes like real peanut butter (but isn’t peanut butter) be permitted, it places 

all staff and volunteers in a position of having to decide definitively if the product is - 

or isn’t - real peanut butter.  We are not qualified food experts and are in no position 

to make such decisions - particularly where exposure to real peanut butter can literally 

cause a child’s death.  

  

Therefore, all peanut butter substitutes will be treated the same as real peanut butter 

and are NOT allowed at school.  

Our school remains a peanut free school. We thank you for your support and 

understanding.  

  

 

 



 

PARENTS…. YOU’RE OUR M.V.P.’s! 

 

MOST VALUABLE PARTNERS IN TEACHING! 

Take advantage of teachable moments at home to support your child’s learning and 

development.  

For April, and especially for Holy Week, we encourage you to work through 

WALKING THROUGH HOLY WEEK with your child. The PDF is attached and 

posted on Newswire! 

 


