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January Reflection  

January always makes for a difficult transition back to school for students, but I 

believe the students at St. Joseph managed the return to school routines and activities 

with considerable ease. It was nice to chat with students about their holiday 

experiences and listen to their goals for the new year. It was heartwarming to hear that 

for many students, they looked forward to coming back to school (except for the fact 

that they had to get up early in the morning!). The end of January also marks the end 

of the first term. Students are expected to demonstrate their learning in a variety of 

ways so teachers can assess their individual achievement of curriculum expectations. 

The end of term is an excellent time of year for students to reflect on their efforts and 

set goals for the second half of the school year. 

Looking Ahead To… February 

We have a very busy month ahead. Looking forward to having all families out to our 

Valentines Family Dance and Raffle. Bring your family out for a great night and 

support a great cause…our school! All proceeds from the event go back into the 

school to support your children. Our Grade 8’s shine their shoes and brighten their 

smiles for Graduation Photos this month. Our Grade 2’s and Grade 7’s begin their 

sacramental preparation at the Church. Check the calendar for dates and times. 

February also brings with it the beginning of Lent as we reverently wait for the 

Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Staff Updates 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to a new staff member: 

Melonie Brooker- Educational Assistant. Melonie will be joining us in the afternoons 

and in the Extended Day Program for the next month. 

Welcome Back to Deb Randall- Educational Assistant. Although she retired in 

October, Mrs. Randall is back for the next month as Mrs. Goetz recovers from 

surgery. We wish Mrs. Goetz all the best in her recovery! 

 

 

 

 



School Council  

 

Valentine’s Day Family Dance  

Thursday February 13th 

The school council is excited to invite you and your family to the first annual Valentine’s Day 
Family Dance! 
With the help of our students, staff and Parent Council, St. Joseph will be hosting a school 
video dance party, dinner, bake sale, raffle and more! This event is to help raise the funds 
needed for this school year. A great school community is built on a strong foundation of family 
support and connections. This event is intended to bring our kids and families together to 
celebrate and enhance our growing school community. 
 
Important things to know: 

● Date: Thursday February 13th @ 5:30-8pm 

● Tickets, pizza and drinks will be available for pre-purchase on “School Cash” online and for 
cash at event 

● Please bring cash for purchase of baked goods, popcorn, glow-sticks, games and raffle 
tickets for prizes 

● Bring your cameras/smart phones for photo booth 

● Families are welcome to wear Valentine’s attire 



Costs: 
Entry Tickets : $10 per family 
Pizza: $2 per slice 
Water/Pop: $1 each 
Popcorn: $1/bag 
Glow-sticks: $1 
Raffle tickets: $1 for 1, $5 for 10, $10 for 15, $20 for 40 
Guessing jars: $1/3 guesses 
Thanks in advance for support and investment in your child’s school experiences! 

Anyone interested in volunteering to support this exciting new event please contact Mrs. 

Bloomfield in the Main Office. 

Thank you, 

Tara and Jillian 

School Council Co-Chairs 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Feb 11    Kindergarten Registration 10:00-11:30 and 1:00-7:15 

Feb 13    Term 1 Reports Go Home 

Feb 13    Valentines Family Dance 

Feb 17    Family Day 

Feb 25    Confirmation Meeting @ St. Clements Parish 

Feb 26    Ash Wednesday 

Feb 27    Grade 8 Grad Photos 

Mar 3    Lenten Confessions 

Mar 4    First Reconciliation 

Mar 16-20   March Break 

Mar 24    Lenten Mass 

Mar 31-Apr 2   Mount Mary- Grade 8’s 

Apr 3    PD DAY 

Apr 9-13   Easter 

Apr 19    First Communion 

Apr 29    Confirmation Retreat @ St. Clements Parish 

Apr 30    Confirmation 

May 4-8   Catholic Education Week 

May 29    PD DAY 

June 9    Year End Mass 

June 23   Term 2 Reports Go Home 

June 23   Graduation 

June 26   Last Day of School  

 



 

Parking Lot Reminders 

There is no parking in our lot for student drop off or pick up (9:00-9:20 & 3:30-4:50). 

Parking is available for parents at all other times or if you have a scheduled 

appointment at the school. 

Speed must be reduced when pulling into and out of our lot. 

There is no parking in our designated handicapped spots as per city bylaw unless you 

have a pass posted in your vehicle. 

Please adhere to all parking regulations as posted on any street near the school. 

  

School Access 

The school is open until 4:15 PM. Access to the building after hours is not permitted 

unless you are picking up students from the Extended Day Program. Please do not 

knock on the door, window or call into the Extended Day Program after hours to 

gain access to the building.  

 

Communication Policy 

  

Parents, students and staff all have a right to receive affirmation for what they are 

doing and the right to know when concerns arise.  Communication must recognize 

the dignity of all those involved. At our school, all people deserve respect, dignity, fair 

treatment and inclusion.   

As part of respecting the dignity of the individual, the individual has a right to know 

firsthand of a concern from the individual who has the concern, not second-hand 

from someone else who has not been involved in the issue.  The W.C.D.S.B. has put 

the following procedures in place: 

 

STEP 1: 

· Speak to the individual (classroom teacher first) 

· Issue resolved (if unresolved go to step 2)  

 

 



 

 

STEP 2: 

· Speak to the Principal (If you have not spoken to the classroom teacher, the 

Principal will ask you to do so) 

· The Principal will involve the individual in the discussions 

· The Principal may request, at any time in the process, that you put your concerns in 

writing 

· The Principal may involve, at any time in the process, others who may be helpful in 

resolving the concern; support staff from the school board, employee group 

representatives, the local parish, community agencies 

 

STEP 3: 

· You may contact the school board at any time.  The school board will direct you to 

follow the process outlined above  

At our school we teach our children that “Manners Matter” and we solve problems 

with words, and we use kind words. The same applies to the Adults in our school 

community. 

We also ask that when you need to talk with school staff you call or e-mail to set up 

an appointment in advance. Our days are busy with supporting kids and other pre-

booked meetings. It may not be possible to meet with school staff if you show up 

without an appointment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to follow us on Twitter @stjoesjaguars 

Twitter is free…. and our way to celebrate all the awesome things happening in our 

school. It’s a window into our school for you to see the learning, fun and great kids 

we have doing awesome things every day. 

Create a Twitter account and follow us today 

It uploads right to our web page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

How to Receive the School Newsletter, Notices, 

and School Information Electronically!!! 

 

 
NewsWire is our main communication tool to share with you what is happening in our 

school. We can reduce the amount of paper we use and get school information out to 

you quickly. Sign up today for our “NewsWire” Service and receive all school 

newsletters and notices automatically in your e-mail inbox. 

Registering for our St. Joseph “NewsWire” is quick and simple. All you need to do is 

follow these easy steps to register: 

1. Log on to the WCDSB main web page (http://www.wcdsb.ca/) 

2. At the top of the page, use the drop down menu to find our school and open our 

school web page 

3. You will see the “Click here to subscribe” registration link in the bottom left 

corner of our school web page 

4. Enter your email address 

5. Click the register button 

6. You will receive a confirmation e-mail with a link to click on that confirms your 

registration 

 

You will now receive school information we send out automatically in your e-mail 

inbox!! 

 

You can un-register or add new e-mail addresses at any time. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wcdsb.ca/
http://www.wcdsb.ca/


SchoolCashOnline 

Hello Families, 

To access information and make payment for many school events and activities, you 

will need to access our SchoolCashOnline program. All the details are below. Set up 

your account today so you are ready to go…... 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes from the Main Office 

It’s very important to let the office know of any changes to your address, home phone 

or work phone.  We need these updates for mailing and emergency contact 

purposes.  Email, phone calls or written notes are fine.    

Attendance and Safe Arrival: 

Students are expected to attend school regularly and be punctual.  Parents are 

required to phone the school in the event a student will be absent or late.  Messages 

may be left on the school answering machine between 4:00 p.m. and 9:15 a.m. daily.  

When the school has not been notified regarding a student absence, an effort will be 

made to check on the safe whereabouts of the student.  

  

If your child is going to be absent, please: 

· Send a note to your child’s teacher in advance if possible; 

· Contact the school and speak with the secretary; 

· Phone the school and leave a message on the answering machine which operates at 

any time during the day or night; 

· Leave your child’s name, the teacher’s name, and the reason for the absence.  

Unless you notify us otherwise, we will assume your child will be back the 

following day.  At no time is the student to report themselves absent for the 

school day or is the student to have someone less than 18 years of age report 

them absent. 

  

When a child returns to school, he/she must find out what work was missed and 

complete it within a reasonable amount of time, as decided by the teacher.  Extended 

periods of absence for reasons other than health; requires the permission of the 

Principal. 

  

Student Illness at School: 

We do not have the facilities to accommodate children who are ill.  Whenever a 

child is ill, we will request that someone come to pick the child up.  We require an 

emergency contact number for every student. 

 



Late For School: 

School begins at 9:10 a.m. and 12:55 p.m.  Please make every effort to instill in your 

children the life skill of punctuality.  A child is late when the bell has rung and they 

are not entering the school with their class.  When your child arrives late, he/she is to 

report to the office so that we are made aware of the child’s safe arrival. 

  

Leaving Early in the Day: 

If you wish to withdraw your child during the course of a day, please come to the 

office to make your request or send a note to the classroom teacher.  Before your 

child can leave, you are asked to come to the main office and sign the “Parent Sign 

out Book”.  Your son/daughter will then be called from class to meet you at the 

office.   

  

 

Operational Notes  

  

The weather is unpredictable, so we like to take a moment to remind you of our 

inclement weather procedures. Please give us a call if you have any questions at all. 

  

SCHOOL BUS CANCELLATIONS AND SCHOOL CLOSURES 

There are days when school buses will not be able to operate because of fog, freezing 

rain or other adverse road conditions. This may be confined to certain areas or could 

necessitate a complete system shut-down for that day. If conditions are severe enough, 

school may also be closed.  

  

Bus operators will consult with their drivers and other monitors to determine road 

conditions. If conditions appear unsafe, they will contact the Transportation Official 

for approval to cancel buses. If there is a decision to cancel, the Transportation 

Official will contact the radio stations. Bus cancellation and school closure notices 

affecting our schools will be given out between 6:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. to:  

 

 

  

 



CHYM FM (FM 96.7) KOOL FM (FM 105.3) 

570 News (AM 570) KIX (FM 106.7) 

C JOY (AM 1460) DAVE FM (FM 107.5) 

MAGIC FM (FM 106.1) KOOL FM (FM 105.3) 

OLDIES 1090 (AM 1090) CTVSOUTHWESTERN 

ONTARIO – (Channel 12) 

FAITH FM (FM 94.3) THERECORD 

(www.therecord.com) 

 

  

Cancellation information is also posted on the Board’s website at www.wcdsb.ca.  

  

When morning bus routes have been cancelled, buses are cancelled for the day. If 

buses are cancelled and parents bring their children and/or other children to school, 

it is the parents’ responsibility to pick them up at the end of the school day.  

  

Unless a system closure has been announced, all schools will be open during regular 

hours.  
  

 

Student Safety  

This is a friendly reminder that only students and staff members are permitted to be 

on the school yard (field and blacktop) from 9:00 – 9:10 a.m.  If you walk or drive 

your child to school, we ask that you bring your child(ren) to the school yard 

boundary and then allow them to proceed to our supervised yard on their own.  The 

exception is our Kindergarten students. Once you have walked them to their door – 

“kiss n go”. You are reminded however, that there is no parking in our lot for drop 

off or pick up. We ask for your support and understanding for the following reasons: 

· The front of the school, bus area, blacktop, and yard are supervised by staff every 

school day 

· By only allowing staff members and students on the yard, our staff supervisors can 

ensure only authorized adults are on the yard for safety and monitoring 

· We can ensure that student behaviour is managed by our qualified staff members in 

a manner that is consistent with our school policy 

At the end of the school day parents and guardians are permitted to wait on the yard 



to pick their children up but again, there is no parking available in our lot at this time. 

We thank you in advance for your support. Should you have any questions or 

concerns, please feel free to contact us at the school. 

  

 

We are a Peanut Free School……. 

There are many new products on the market including “WOW BUTTER”. 

According to this specific product’s promotional materials, the product “looks, smells, 

and tastes just like peanut butter”.  While the good intentions behind the development 

of such products certainly cannot be argued, allowing students to bring the product into 

a school where we have students with known allergies to peanuts and peanut butter is 

problematic and could have potentially devastating consequences.  

  

Right now, all staff know immediately what to do if a student arrives at school with a 

peanut butter sandwich. Precautions to protect our allergic students are immediately 

taken. Our policy on anaphylaxis is clear. However, should a food product that looks, 

smells and tastes like real peanut butter (but isn’t peanut butter) be permitted, it places 

all staff and volunteers in a position of having to decide definitively if the product is - 

or isn’t - real peanut butter.  We are not qualified food experts and are in no position 

to make such decisions - particularly where exposure to real peanut butter can literally 

cause a child’s death.  

  

Therefore, all peanut butter substitutes will be treated the same as real peanut butter 

and are NOT allowed at school.  

Our school remains a peanut free school. We thank you for your support and 

understanding.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARENTS…. YOU’RE OUR M.V.P.’s! 

 

MOST VALUABLE PARTNERS IN TEACHING! 

Take advantage of teachable moments at home to support your child’s learning and 

development.  

February’s Theme is Family. When we look ahead to the Family Day Long 

Weekend, consider planning a family activity. Check out the activities listed below for 

some great family fun! 

We know how hard it can be to get kids to want to participate in family activities — especially when 

they hit those very, um, special tween/teen ages. But the truth of the matter is this: When those angsty 

kids reach adulthood, family nights are the times they’ll look back on and remember fondly. So how do 

you get your kids to not only take part in family nights, but look forward to them? By planning fun 

events that are undeniably worth doing. 

While we love Netflix (doesn’t everyone?), plopping down for a binge doesn’t exactly bring on the 

bonding. The right activities, however, can encourage your family to interact with one another more — 

instead of just with that screen. 

Beyond movie night 

Yes, as we mentioned, it’s easy to cue up a movie and chill out. But it’s also (surprisingly) easy to amp 

up the family-movie fun factor without going overboard. Just create some tickets (index cards) and a 

concession stand (popcorn and candy or go healthy with veggies and dip) and set it all up on your 

kitchen counter or a table — oh and have everyone pay with fake money. It’ll be a huge hit with the 

kids. 

Make your own movie 

Help your kids work together to plan out a home movie (most smartphones can handle recording video, 

and there are even apps you can use to edit and make it into a super-cool movie, complete with music). 

(Non-boring) board games 

Board games are another obvious choice, but is there really a substitute for good-natured family 

competition? Whether you have old board games from your own childhood on hand or have invested in 

https://www.sheknows.com/tags/family-activities/


the latest celeb-backed creations, clear off that table, serve snacks and battle your kids for the ultimate 

championship. Just don’t get overeager and try to lure them into a four-hour chess tournament, OK? 

Make your own board game 

Instead of playing a game you’ve played a hundred times before, grab some poster board, markers and 

little objects you can use as game pieces — and create your own family board game. 

Camp out (or in) 

Camping is for the hardiest of folks, right? Not necessarily, especially if you just pitch a tent in your 

backyard — or your living room. That way, there’s indoor plumbing available. And while a campfire 

sounds like good fun, it’s not always practical (in high winds or bad weather) or safe (don’t light a 

campfire inside your house, OK?). So instead of roasting marshmallows over an open flame, you can 

make s’mores inside with one of these easy recipes. Sleeping bags, lanterns, scary stories and all that 

togetherness will be sure to make your “campout” supreme. 

Creative crafts 

Sure, crafts can get messy, but it’s worth it to get elbows-deep into some art with your kids. With just a 

few supplies (or even a premade craft kit), there are plenty of options for you all to get your art on. 

Plan a dinner 

Move over, meatloaf; work with your kids to carefully plan out a special dinner. Pore over family 

recipes or look up a new one online. Then shop for ingredients and let your kids help you prepare and 

serve — fancy dishes optional. 

Bake cookies 

Or if you’re more of a sweet-tooth family, plan a fun team baking night. Pie? Cake? Brownies? The 

possibilities are endless — and delicious. 

DIY your pizza 

Yes, more food — but nothing tops (get it?) selecting your own toppings for a pizza you’ve made 

yourself. Find out what your kids’ favorites are and maybe even sneak in a few ingredients they’ve 

never tried. 

Build with food 

This is “playing with your food” with an architectural spin. Take some fruit cubes, a bag of 

marshmallows and some toothpicks or slender pretzel sticks and try your hand at building with your 

food. Kids can create a person, a house, what have you — and when they’re done admiring their work, 

they can eat it. Win-win. 

 

https://www.sheknows.com/food-and-recipes/articles/1126844/smores-recipes
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/1009245/the-best-all-in-one-craft-kits-for-kids
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/1132851/fun-crafts-to-do-with-kids


Read a book — yes, really 

Rather than reading to your kids or everyone reading on their own, turn this into a collaborative out-

loud team performance in which everyone takes turns reading a page or passage of a family favorite. 

And don’t forget to cater to the ages you’re dealing with; you may be surprised how much a teen turns 

out to love reading The Catcher in the Rye out loud. (Bonus points for whomever does different voices 

for different characters.) 

Volunteer 

As a family, choose a local organization and plan a volunteer outing. Look into opportunities around 

your community — or beyond — and get excited to help a worthy cause. (Of course, not all 

organizations are open at night, but there are plenty that need evening help, such as serving dinner at a 

soup kitchen or handing out blankets and care packages to folks on the street.) 

Go see some (local) sports 

You probably know taking the whole fam to a pro sporting event can get super-expensive. Instead, go 

small and stay local. Minor-league affiliates of Major League Baseball teams are super-affordable, for 

example, or you can check out local college or high school sporting events. 

Dive into a jigsaw puzzle 

Puzzles can run the gamut from super-hard to super-easy. So aim somewhere in the middle (unless 

you’re dealing with toddlers, of course) and set up a family puzzle with a cool image you can work on 

together. Bonus points if you set aside a separate table or other space where you can keep it going until 

the final piece is put into place. 

Build blanket forts 

Blanket forts are a classic; they can be super-simple (drape a blanket over two chairs and voila), or they 

can be stunningly complex once you start adding towers and flying blanket buttresses and the like. 

Turn your living room into a super-fort complex, and you won’t even need to pitch a tent for that 

family campout we talked about. 

 

 

 

https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/1137127/gifts-that-teach-kids-compassion

