
Kindergarten Parent Orientation 2017



Our Prayer
Luke 18:15-17

People were bringing even infants to him that 
he might touch them; and when the disciples 
saw it they sternly ordered them not to do it.  
But Jesus called for them and said,
“Let the little children come to me, and do 

not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs.  Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child will never enter it.”

This is the word of the Lord.



• Meet your Kindergarten team

• The Kindergarten Program 2016 

• Communication

• Safe Arrival and Dismissal

• Transportation

• Lunch Time / Snacks

• Plan your school Visit 

• Readiness for Kindergarten

• School Supplies

• Question Period

Agenda



Your Kindergarten Team
• Includes a certified Kindergarten 

teacher and registered early 
childhood educator (ECE).

• Collaborative and 
complementary partnership to 
support children and families 



Why Full Day Learning For 
Four- and Five-Year-Olds?

• Quality early learning experiences have the potential to improve 
children’s overall health & well being

• Giving four- and five-year-olds a stronger start on their learning 
will improve their reading, writing and math skills, provide a 
smoother transition to Grade 1

• Establishing a strong foundation for the early years is a powerful 
key to Ontario’s social and economic future.



The Kindergarten Program 2016

Learning in the new Kindergarten Program 2016 is 
organized around 4 ‘frames’ or areas

•Belonging & Contributing

•Self-Regulation & Well-Being

•Demonstrating Literacy & Mathematics Behaviours

•Problem Solving & Innovating



 The Four Frames…

• are the conditions needed for ALL children to 
grow and flourish

• reflect the way learning naturally occurs in the 
world

• are common for all learners regardless of age, 
ability, culture, language, geography, or setting 

• encompass subjects like religion, language, math, 
science, physical education, etc. 



 The Four Frames…
• Align with the Catholic Graduate Expectations



Kindergarten classrooms make use of play and embed 
opportunities for learning through play in the physical 
environment. The learning experiences are designed by the 
educators to encourage the children to think creatively, to 
explore and investigate, to solve problems, self-regulate, 
and engage in the inquiry process, and to share their 
learning with others.  

The Kindergarten Program 2016, p.20

How Does Learning Happen?



What does research tell us?
Students are more likely to be engaged in learning when they are 
asking questions, investigating, testing out ideas

Play-based learning leads to greater social, emotional and academic 
success

Inquiry enables even our youngest students to practise higher-order 
thinking skills & habits of mind that lead to deep learning

Skills of inquiry (collaboration, citizenship, communication, creativity, 
character, critical thinking) are the skills required for our 21st century 
workforce.

Why Play-Based Inquiry Learning?



• Balance of inquiry-based learning & guided instruction
• Blocks of time for child-initiated play
• Literacy & numeracy instruction
• Daily prayer
• Religion & Family Life Instruction
• Learning opportunities in response to student interests & 

needs
• Snack & lunch times
• Outdoor Play
• Circle time
• School-wide celebrations

What Might This Look Like?



What is our role?

Families are the first and most powerful influence on 
children’s learning, development, health, and well-being. 
Families bring diverse social, cultural, and linguistic 
perspectives. Families should feel that they belong and are 
valuable contributors to their children’s learning. 

The Kindergarten Program 2016, p. 10

Information about children’s learning is gathered from 
observations, notes, photos, videos, voice recordings, work 
samples, and interactions with children.  That information is 
analysed and interpreted by the educators in collaboration with 
the children and families to gain insights into the children’s 
learning paths and processes. The insights gained are the basis 
for determining next steps in your child’s learning.

The Kindergarten Program 2016, p. 36



Parent involvement in the review of documentation will enrich the educators’ 
analysis and understanding of the child’s learning, provide insights about the 

child’s background and behaviour at home, 
and contribute profoundly to the child’s learning.

The Kindergarten Program 2016, p.44

Parents know their children well.
Parents know their children differently.

What are some things that you know 
about your child that others who care 
for your child may not be aware of?  

How might this information impact 
your child’s kindergarten 
experiences?



Communication with families…
• Is based on documentation from the Kindergarten team

• Is ongoing throughout the year

• Is provided through a variety of informal means (phone 

calls, newsletters, blogs, discussions, etc.)

• Is a two way endeavor

 

How Will I Know My Child Is Learning?

Together families & 

educators provide 

insights into the 

child’s learning



Some ways we provide opportunities for ongoing 
communication with each other…

• School website 
– http://stjoseph.wcdsb.ca 

• Sign up for NewsWire on School Website
– Electronic notifications directly to your email

• Electronic classroom newsletters on D2L
• Twitter:  @stjoesjaguars 

– Pictures posted regularly to showcase learning

How Will Communication Happen?

http://stjoseph.wcdsb.ca
http://stjoseph.wcdsb.ca


Late October/November:  Communication of Learning 
Initial Observation sent home;  parents invited to an 
observation and/or interview session 

February:  Communication of Learning sent home; 
parents invited to an observation and/or interview 
session 

June:  Communication of Learning sent home; parents 
invited to an observation and/or interview session 

Formal Communication 
All families in the province of Ontario will receive formal written 
communication about their child’s learning, including next steps for 
learning at school and at home.



Helpful Parent Resources

➢ Kindergarten Q&A Parent Guide

➢ Parent Information Sheets &“Ask the Educator” sections

➢ Tips on how to prepare your child.

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/Kindergarten/schoolleader/pa
rent_info_sheets.html

Want to learn more 
about learning in 

Kindergarten?

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/Kindergarten/schoolleader/parent_info_sheets.html
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/Kindergarten/schoolleader/parent_info_sheets.html
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/Kindergarten/schoolleader/parent_info_sheets.html
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/Kindergarten/schoolleader/parent_info_sheets.html


Take these quick surveys to find out 
more about your child’s development:

➢ Want to know how your child is developing?

➢ Want to know if your child is a healthy eater?

➢ Want to know how well your child can see?

https://www.wcdsb.ca/schools/Register%20for%20School/Elementary%20Regi
stration/kinder/index.html

We invite you to check out these links on our 

website before you go!

https://www.wcdsb.ca/schools/Register%20for%20School/Elementary%20Registration/kinder/index.html
https://www.wcdsb.ca/schools/Register%20for%20School/Elementary%20Registration/kinder/index.html
https://www.wcdsb.ca/schools/Register%20for%20School/Elementary%20Registration/kinder/index.html
https://www.wcdsb.ca/schools/Register%20for%20School/Elementary%20Registration/kinder/index.html


If your child is a budding bilingual, please let us 
know!  Your child’s first language and culture 
make him/her who they are!  We value first 
language.  Please let the school know if your 
child is learning English as an additional 
language by indicating your first language on 
the registration form.

Students who 
Speak Another Language at Home



If your child has special education needs 

please inform the school Principal as early as 

possible.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
The principal may contact members of special 

Education Services to meet with you, agency staff to 
support your child and school staff to begin to plan 
for a smooth transition into school. Together we all 
will develop a program that recognizes your child’s 

needs and builds upon their areas of strength.

The Child with Special Education Needs:



If your child has any health concerns or critical 
medical information 

(i.e. asthma, allergies, etc.) 
please inform the school Principal & our 
Kindergarten team as early as possible

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Please help us make our school safe 
for your child:



Safe Arrival and Dismissal
Safe Arrival
• Children gather in designated area.
• Parents or Bus Buddies must stay with your child until      

supervision begins at 8:40am.
• Children enter classroom at 9:10am when the bell rings.
• Extended Day students must be signed in by parent/ guardian  and 

will be escorted to the classroom by the Early Childhood Educator

Safe Dismissal
• Bus Students – Children meet bus buddies in designated area and 

together they walk to the buses.
• Walking Students – Parents/Guardians/Siblings will wait outside of 

the gated area for the teacher to dismiss the walkers. 
• Extended Day Students – ECE or teacher will escort children to the 

extended day classroom.



Transportation
• Bus routes organized by bus company 
• Bus information mailed to parents
• Bus name tag
• Parent/Guardian must meet bus
• Bus Buddy
• Bussing begins on first full day of school
• Take a Ride on the Bus (Contact your bus 

company)



• *Morning and afternoon snacks (Nut 
Free)

• Lunch packaged separately
• Reusable containers please (labeled)
• Water bottles/juice/drinks

 Lunch Time/Snacks

*Peanut Butter substitutes are also not permitted 
at school.



School Entry
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

4 
Labour Day

5
Scheduled 

school visits for 
Year 1 (JK) 
students and 
their families

6
Year 2 (SK) 

students
Attend

7
•All Year 2 (SK) 
students attend
•Half of Year 1 
(JK) class attends 
school all day

8
•All Year 2 (SK) 
students attend
•Other half of 
Year 1 (JK) class 
attends school all 
day

11
All students 
attend

12 13 14 15



School Visit

• Conducted during first day of school
• To build rapport with child and parents
• Take a picture
• Exchange information and procedures
• Book school visit before you leave 

today



• Readiness for school refers to the child’s ability to 
meet the demands of school:
* to interact and work cooperatively with others 
* to be able to listen and follow directions
* to be able to share
* to see, hear, speak clearly (hearing and vision 

check ups are recommended before September)
* to be independent regarding washroom routines

• Organizations in our Community:
 * Early Years Centres, Library, YMCA, Neighbourhood 

Associations, Region of Waterloo Public Health

Readiness for School



How Can I Prepare My Child For 
Kindergarten?

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/howcanipreparemychild.html

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/howcanipreparemychild.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/howcanipreparemychild.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/howcanipreparemychild.html


• Big School Bag
•  Lunch Box with snacks and lunch 

(reusable containers ☺)
•  Reusable container for beverages
•  Indoor Shoes (Velcro/Slip-Ons)
•  Change of Clothes
•  Label EVERYTHING

School Supplies



We are pleased to announce that for the 2017-18 school year your child’s school 
will offer the Extended Day program

● Registration is open to all children in JK to Grade 6

● Programs are led by the Early Childhood Educators working in the 
kindergarten classrooms providing a seamless integrated school day for 
students

● Fees are pro-rated based on school bell times

● Schedules can be flexible to meet family's needs with a set recurring 
weekly schedule 

● Programs are eligible for the Region of Waterloo ‘s Child Care subsidy.

● Programs are offered on PD Days, Christmas and March Break.

● Further information on the Extended Day Program and individual program 
fees may be found at the board website: www.wcdsb.ca 

The Extended Day Program

http://www.wcdsb.ca/


Your feedback is important to us!



• Transportation
• School Visit Sign up
• BIG School Bag / Backpack
• Take A Ride on the Bus
• Label all belongings
• Practice snacks/lunch scenarios at home
• Readiness for School
• Communication with Teachers
• Parents and Children Do Not Panic

Summary



We’re Happy to Answer 
Any Other Questions 

You May Have



When I’m building in the block centre, 
please don’t say I’m “Just playing.”
For, you see, I’m learning as I play, 

about balance, I may be an architect someday.

When I’m getting all dressed up, 
setting the table, caring for the babies,

don’t get the idea I’m “Just playing.”
I may be a mother or a father someday.

When you see me up to my elbows in paint, 
or standing at an easel, or molding and shaping clay,

Please don’t let me hear you say, “Just playing.”
For, you see, I’m learning as I play. 
I just might be a teacher someday. 

“Just Playing”

When you see me engrossed in a puzzle 
or some ‘playing’ at my school,

Please don’t feel the time is wasted in ‘play.’
For, you see, I’m learning as I play.

I’m learning to solve problems and concentrate.
I may be in business someday.

When you see me cooking or tasting foods,
please don’t think that because I enjoy it, it is “Just play.”
I’m learning to follow directions and see the differences. 

I may be a cook someday.

When you see me learning to skip, hop, run, and move my body,
please don’t say I’m “Just playing.”
For, you see, I’m learning as I play.

I’m learning how my body works.
I may be a doctor, nurse, or athlete someday. 

When you ask me what I’ve done at school today,
and I say, “I just played.”

Please don’t misunderstand me. 
For, you see, I’m learning as I play.

I’m learning to enjoy and be successful in my work.
I’m preparing for tomorrow.

Today, I am a child and my work is play.

Anita Wadley


